[Sarcoma centres : a necessary tool in the management of patients and for research.]
Sarcomas are rare diseases, the treatment of which requires an appropriate technical plateform and a broad spectrum of multidisciplinary specialists. Many are initially treated by unplanned excision, and then referred to specialized centres. Secondary treatments may lead to higher complication rates and local recurrence, with lower functional outcome, life quality and possibly overall survival. In order to improve the accessibility for referral to a specialist centre, the coordination of clinical and research activities, and the quality of the management of sarcomas in general, Lausanne University Hospital (CHUV) has opened a Sarcoma centre on October 1st 2016. The objective of the present paper is to illustrate the concept and provide useful clinical recommendations.